INTRODUCTION

I.   THE LIFE OF Jlurf

lyTUR-ADDIN <ABD-ALRAHMiN JAMf was
IN born in Jam * the 23rd of Sha'ban, 817 A.H.
(Nov. 7, 1414 A.D.), and died at Herat the 18th of
Muharram, 898 A.H. (Nov. 9, 1492 A.D.). Dr. Her-
mann Ethe gives Khasjird, near Jam, as the birth-
place of the poet; but as Jami himself refers more
than once to the fact of Jam being his birthplace,
we must give the poet the benefit of the doubt and
trust to his good memory in the matter. The
fact that Jam and Khasjird are in close proximity
has probably given rise to confusion in the matter.
It will be evident that the poet took his name
from the first-mentioned town.

In 822 A.H. Khwajah Mohammad Parsa hap-
pened to pass through the little town of Jam, en
route for Hijaz. A great concourse of people

* See Preface to Lives of the Mysiics* By Nassau Lees.
Calcutta, 1859.

13